ANTHONY   EDEN
The Oxford he entered in October 1919 was new, strange
and without precedent.    The usual young undergraduates
were there, of course, though in diminished numbers, but
the rest of the students were young men back from the
war, older in years and far older from their experiences of
the terrors and responsibilities of war.   These had to con-
form to the adolescent conventions of a secluded university
after playing their parts on an international stage; they had
to turn to scholarship and to the minutiae of a curriculum.
For the most part they found it difficult to settle down,
although some of the academic restrictions were relaxed
for their benefit.    They found difficult the approach to
their elders, comparatively unscathed by war, and almost
impossible any companionship with the very young men
who shared the university with them.   Some devoted them-
selves  to   the  more  practical   subjects;   some   could   not
manage the transition from the trench to the tutorial; some
turned to study with the new energies and determination
the war had called forth in them and resolved to make up
for the wasted years of war.    Anthony Eden was among
these last.   He realized the anomalies of his position.   He
did   not  try  to  make   contacts   with  the   young   under-
graduates, he decided not to  attempt the artificiality of
returning in time to the undergraduate stage and mixing
with the general body.    He set himself to study and to
repeat at the university the success he had won in the career
of arms.  He did not make many friends.  He held himself
aloo£   He did not write for any college paper.   He did
join the O.U.D.S., but there is no evidence that he attended
frequently or took  any active part in their  work.   And
although it has been said that he was already seriously
contemplating politics as a career, he did not join the Union
Debating Society, the usual path for aspiring politicians,
and he made no political speeches.   Nor does it seem that
he took any serious interest in games.    In some ways he
had chosen in Christ Church the best college for the pur*

